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MIKE KELLEY DOESN'T APOLOGIZE FOR FIGHTING
FOR HIS CLIENTS —OR GETTING RICH OFF THEM
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Billion-dollar asbestos litigator Mike Kelley doesn’t apologize

for fighting like hell for his clients — or getting rich off them.

BY MicHaEL TawacKl

ik Kelley remembers John Levak.
Levak was 40, A Yietnam vet.
Aun acoountant. A hushand.
A dying man.
it was the mid-1980s and Kelley
arrived at Levak's Mayficld Heights bungalow to
find three doden Lwyers camped out in the front
yard waiting to depose his client, Levak was
afficted with mescthelioma, a death sentence in
which cancer fills the space around the lungs,
heart and abdomen, crushing the victim from
insiche. Ashestos exposure during a stint as a bod
ermaker that put Levak throwsh accounting
school after the war was most certainly to blame
*l rermember sitting there with him,” Kelley
says, “He's got a daper on because he can't con-
trol anything, He's all shot up with whatever
drugs they were giving him at the time. His wife,
Judy, worked at 5aks and sold shoes, She had to
go to work every day and couldn't stay home to
nurse him because he didn't have any health

FHOTOS BY JAMIE JANOS

insurance, To cover this disease it could cost any-
where from $150,000 to 5250,000 for the kst
12 1o 18 months,

“And Il never forget this, she made a meat-
loal,™ he says. "It was [Levak's] fvorite food,
And he said, ‘Mike, could you cut my meatioaf
for mee? | can'e cut " ™

Keliey did his cient one better. He fed him his
meatioaf.

"He was a very proud 40-pear-old man and
here his lowyer is feeding hirm as he 5ts at the
table,” he soys. "He couldn’t eat. He couldn't
swallow:. It was a terrible thing,

“I recall walking out and reling everybody,
"You're not going to be taking his deposition
todry.” | couldn®t case his pain, but | made him a
comimitment that his wife would never lade the
house and that the bills would get paid.”

Kielley kept his promse, but Levak didn't le
kong encugh o see his AUorney Sty rue 1o
his word.






